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CLIVE PALMER — LEGAL ACTION 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [3.00 pm] — by leave: I rise to provide a statement to the house. 
Earlier this morning, the Federal Court of Australia in Sydney held a hearing related to the costs of the defamation 
action instigated by Clive Palmer. This afternoon, Justice Lee brought down his decision on costs. Given the nature 
of these proceedings, it is important the Parliament is made aware of the circumstances and outcome of the trial. 
As I outlined last week following the judgement, I fully respect the court and its decision and I want to thank 
Justice Lee for taking the time to carefully consider all the evidence. The court proceedings instigated by Clive Palmer 
have been something I wish I did not have to respond to. Responding to Clive Palmer’s defamation action and 
other court proceedings is the last thing I want to be doing as Premier of Western Australia. It is a very frustrating 
and time-consuming process. However, I have a responsibility as Premier to stand up for our state and do whatever 
is in the interests of all Western Australians. I have never and will never give in to someone like Clive Palmer. 
Mr Palmer chose to initiate this court action and I had no option but to respond and stand up for Western Australia.  
As Justice Lee outlined in his judgement last week — 

It was Mr Palmer who commenced the litigation and the Cross-Claim was, in substance, “defensive” … 

These are the words of Justice Lee. It is important that Parliament and the people of Western Australia know that 
I never wanted to end up in court over this matter. I did not want to spend time and money in court, but I had no 
choice other than to defend myself and our state. 

It is also important to make the point that when Clive Palmer started this action, he started it in the context of this 
government’s effort to save the state from Mr Palmer’s attempts to take Western Australia for $30 billion, a move 
that would have destroyed our budget, devastated our economy and caused pain for every single Western Australian. 
It would have cost every single man, woman and child in WA $12 000 each. Our actions to protect the state and 
block Mr Palmer’s claims meant he was unable to collect a massive payment from WA taxpayers. So what did he 
do? He chose to sue me personally. I believe his ultimate mission was an attempt to get what he really wanted out 
of our state. By suing me personally, I believe he thought he could force my hand and allow a pathway for him to 
take WA for $30 billion, or a portion of it, and obtain other concessions from the state of WA. As Justice Lee outlined 
in his judgement last week — 

While I accept that Mr Palmer was upset with the course that the State was taking as to the hard border 
and the arbitration, it seems to me that his real frustration and anger, unsurprisingly, was directed to the 
passage of the Amendment Act. 

That is, his real frustration was my government’s legislation that stopped him taking us for $30 billion. I believe 
his real motivation was to get billions of dollars out of Western Australian taxpayers by the construct of suing me 
for defamation. But I was not going to give in. I will not be bullied by this man. I refused to give in to Mr Palmer’s 
demands. We acted in the interests of Western Australia when we saved the state from Clive Palmer’s attempts to 
get his hands on $30 billion and we acted in the interests of Western Australia when we stopped Clive Palmer from 
tearing down the hard border. That action saved countless lives and jobs. 

Money is no challenge to Clive Palmer. Clive Palmer has form when it comes to taking people to court and hooking 
them into expensive legal fights that can go on for months or years at huge cost to those involved. Defending 
yourself in court does not come cheap. But I want to be clear: on 20 December last year, we went to Clive Palmer 
with a written offer for all parties to drop action and walk away before any trial commenced at a time before court 
costs significantly escalated. I repeat: we offered to walk away to save everyone the cost, the time and everything 
else that comes with a defamation trial. We offered to avoid all of this eight months ago. But what did Clive Palmer 
do when we offered to walk away? He did nothing—nothing! He did not engage. He did not respond. Clive Palmer 
did not respond to our offer that would have saved considerable money and the court’s time. He chose to pursue 
his action in court, knowing full well it would come at great cost to everyone involved. Put simply, this could have 
been avoided, but it was not, because of Clive Palmer. The court then heard all the evidence and awarded four times 
as much damages to myself than to Mr Palmer. That is money that will go to the state, not me. 

Just moments ago, Justice Lee has determined that Clive Palmer is to pay the costs of the defensive counterclaim 
from 22 December 2021. I welcome this decision and I am glad that Clive Palmer will now be made to pay some 
of the costs required for me to defend myself and Western Australia. Although I would have preferred that this 
trial had never occurred, this is as good an outcome as we could have hoped for Western Australia out of a difficult 
situation, whereas the alternative was to write Mr Palmer a cheque for $30 billion—something I was never going 
to entertain. I respect the decision of the court.  
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As we have seen this week, Clive Palmer will not stop. We have to expect that someone like Mr Palmer will not stop 
until he gets what he wants. Litigation is his self-confessed hobby—an indefatigable litigant, as Justice Lee found—
and comes at no real financial cost to him. I wish this were the end of the matter and I hope it is, but I can assure the 
Parliament and all Western Australians that whatever is thrown at us—whatever is thrown at my government and 
me personally—I will continue to stand up for WA and govern in the public interest. 
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